
The HousingIowa Awards recognize programs or projects based on their 
contributions to advancing housing opportunities for Iowans in four categories: 
Multifamily Housing Development, Single-Family Housing Development, Special 
Needs Housing Development and Innovation. Eligible projects may represent new 
construction, rehabilitation, or a new housing program/initiative. Iowa Finance 
Authority (IFA) announced this year’s winners at the HousingIowa Conference on 
September 7th. East Central Development Corporation’s (ECDC)’s Maquoketa Pocket 
Neighborhood project was selected as the winner of the 2022 HousingIowa Single-
Family Housing Development Award.  

These 10 single family affordable workforce homes are located near employment, 
schools, parks, hospital, grocery and other services in Maquoketa, Iowa, creating 
a community that fosters relationships through front porches, a gazebo, and other 
shared amenities. The development was designed as a replicable model to duplicate 
in other rural communities. No other pocket neighborhood like this exists in the 
state, specifically addressing workforce housing needs of the population at or below 
80% of the Area Median Income and at an affordable price of $150,000.

Kelley Deutmeyer, ECIA 
Executive Director shared, 
“We are excited and 
honored about receiving 
the IFA HousingIowa Award. 
The award recognizes the 
amazing commitment from 
the ECDC board of directors, 
ECIA staff and the many 
partners that made this 
project a reality. We are 
proud of this development 
and hope it can be 
replicated elsewhere in Iowa 
someday!”

Thank you to our many 
partners that made the 
Pocket Neighborhood possible: EIRHC Housing Trust Fund, City of Maquoketa, 
Jackson County Board of Supervisors, Federal Home Loan Bank, Maquoketa 
State Bank, Maquoketa Municipal Electric Utilities, Iowa Finance Authority, Iowa 
Economic Development Authority, Eastern Iowa Regional Housing Corporation 
Housing Trust Fund, Jackson County Economic Alliance, Theisen’s, McDonough 
Foundation, Iowa Association of Realtors, Trees Forever, Iowa Area Development 
Group, Habitat for Humanity, Balliu Construction, Nemmers Realty, and Burrington 
Group Civil Engineering|Land Surveying.
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Pocket Neighborhood Receives Award Maquoketa 
re-designated 

Iowa Great Places 
Community

The Iowa Department of Cultural 
Affairs recently designated new 
Iowa Great Places in Jefferson, 
Oskaloosa, Washington and 
Woodbine, and re-designated 
Appanoose County/Vermillion 
Township, Bondurant, Council 
Bluffs, Malvern, Maquoketa 
and the Turkey River Recreation 
Corridor.

The Iowa Department of 
Cultural Affairs designates 
Iowa Great Places to support 
new and existing infrastructure 
that cultivates arts and 
culture, architecture, business, 
community diversity, historic 
assets, housing options and the 
natural environment in their 
neighborhoods, communities, 
and regions.

A total of 42 Iowa Great Places 
communities have collectively 
received more than $22 
million in state support – while 
leveraging millions more in local 
investments – since the program 
started in 2005. Funding for the 
program comes from the Iowa 
Legislature through an annual 
appropriation from the Rebuild 
Iowa Infrastructure Fund.

Maquoketa City Administrator, 
Joshua Boldt stated, “Maquoketa 
is extremely grateful to the 
State for recognizing the City’s 
arts and cultural advancements 
in the last several years. 
This has led to Maquoketa’s 
redesignation as a Great Place. 
Maquoketa’s art advocacy 
continues to attract visitors and 
boost the community business 
footprint.”

Mel Pins Receives National Award
Mel Pins, Manager of the Iowa Brownfields Redevelopment Program for the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IA DNR) received the Rita Kottke State 
Brownfields Leadership Award at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s 
National Brownfields Conference in August in recognition of his tremendous 
contribution to helping communities throughout the state with challenges regarding 
brownfields. The award is named after the late Rita Kottke, a long-time brownfield 
champion who started the Oklahoma Brownfields Program. 

For over 20 years, throughout the ECIA region and across the state, Mel has assisted 
numerous communities in transforming old, dilapidated buildings and properties. 
Below is a few of the brownfields projects in the ECIA region Mel has been part of:

• Dubuque Solar Array on a RCRA Landfill Site 
• The Landing and Textile Brewery in downtown Dyersville 
• Renovation of the Former Mitchell Maskerey Mill, Maquoketa 
• Manchester Whitewater Park Entrance on former Smitty’s site 
• Earlville RTA Bus Storage Facility at former auto repair service site

As the Iowa Brownfields Program Manager, Mel provides financial and techinical 
assistance to communities by helping them overcome challenges regarding 
brownfield sites. He is a key player to assure you don’t miss any available technical 
support or funding opportunity to aid in 
improving your community. 

A Brownfield site is one that may be 
contaminated with asbestos, lead-based 
paint, petroleum, metals, chemicals or 
hazardous substances. The presence 
or potential presence of contaminants 
may hinder development of the site. 
The property may be abandoned, vacant 
or underutilized due to this potential 
environmental concern. IA DNR, EPA & 
ECIA have several programs available to aid 
communities in identifying brownfields sites, 
assessing the site and if need be, cleaning 
up the site to make the site ready for 
redevelopment. To learn more about these 
programs, visit: https://www.iowadnr.gov/
Environmental-Protection/Land-Quality/
Contaminated-Sites/Brownfields and 
https://www.ecia.org/brownfields/

Dubuque Congressional Staff Visit
Dubuque City and County officials welcomed congressional staff members from 
the offices of U.S. Senators Charles Grassley and Joni Ernst, and from the Office of 
Congresswoman Ashley Hinson. The event opened Wednesday, August 17th with a 
welcome reception on Houlihan’s patio at Schmitt Island, followed by two days on 
a Jule city bus touring community projects and service providers. Narrated drive-
bys, walk-throughs and presentations were provided at several locations including 
Veteran’s Memorial Plaza, Bee Branch Railroad Culvert project site, and Dubuque 
County Fire Training Center and Emergency Operations Center.

ECIA hosted breakfast onsite Friday (August 19th) with Kelley Deutmeyer 
presenting an agency overview and an update on housing in the region, followed 
by a transportation report from Chandra Ravada, Director of Transportation and 
Planning.  Steve Sampson Brown, City of Dubuque Project Manager/Civil Engineer 
provided the congressional staff with information on railroad merger impacts in 
the region and Ryan Knuckey, Transportation Services Director for City of Dubuque 
presented on the benefits of the NO LO transit grant to their public transit system.
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The Mindys Went Over the Edge
Two brave volunteers from 
ECIA’s Housing Department 
went Over the Edge to help raise 
money and support the United 
Way of Dubuque Area Tri-States 
(UWDATS). Mindy Meyers and 
Mindy Wiley raised over $2K 
and rappelled off the historic 
MidWestOne Bank building in 
Dubuque, September 9th. All 
funds raised go to UWDATS’ 
Community Impact fund which 
supports 31 local programs 
impacting over 55,000 people in 
health, education, and financial 
stability/income.

Chris Wesseln, Planner I, ECIA with 
Mel Pins at award ceremony

Congratulations to Carl 
Reimer, ECIA Housing 
Development Specialist 
on receiving the Housing 
Achievement Award at the 
IA NAHRO Conference for 
his role in the development 
of the Maquoketa Pocket 
Neighborhood!  Carl 
took the lead as general 
contractor for the site and 
worked countless hours 
towards assisting in keeping 
the project going despite 
COVID-19, a DERECHO and 
supply chain issues.

$150K in DRA 
Grants awarded

Dubuque Racing Association 
(DRA) awarded three $50,000 
Core Grants to ECIA programs:

• East Central Development 
Corporation (ECDC) to assist 
Delaware, Dubuque, Jackson and 
Jones counties, particularly low-
income communities, recover 
economically from the impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.  
DRA funds will allow ECDC to 
establish a Rural Resiliency 
Training Institute (RRTI) to 
provide technical assistance and 
training to those communities 
and non-profits in the areas 
of quality of life; (including 
economic recovery and 
resiliency planning), economic 
development, diversity, equity 
and inclusion (DEI) initiatives, as 
well as sustainability.

• Prosperity Eastern Iowa (PEI) 
in partnership with Northeast 
Iowa Community College 
(NICC) to develop a database 
of existing assets in the smaller 
rural communities across 
Delaware, Dubuque, Jackson 
and Jones counites; identify 
gaps; determine needs; create 
a vision; and name priority 
projects with cost estimates 
that could lead to future 
development as it relates to the 
$80,000,000 Field of Dreams 
investment in Dyersville. 
Assets to be inventoried 
include ballparks and their 
amenities, hotels, recreational 
facilities, bed and breakfasts, 
vacation rentals, unique 
shops, campgrounds, parks, 
transportation options, etc.  

• Grant Wood Mississippi River 
Region (GWMRR) to conduct 
Organization Assessment 
and Strategic Planning for 
capacity building and future 
sustainability.  ECIA will assist 
in facilitating and managing 
the GWMRR partnership.  
GWMRR will collaborate with 
Northeast Iowa Community 
College (NICC)’s business experts 
to conduct an organizational 
assessment; develop a DEI 
plan for GWMRR’s board and 
outreach efforts; analyze 
future funding sources; 
develop a three-year budget; 
and determine how GWMRR 
resources can best be utilized 
to partner and assist with the 
support of the Field of Dreams 
project.

Dubuque secures RAISE Grant
Dubuque will receive a $2,280,000 RAISE grant from the U.S. Department of 
Transportation for a major downtown roadway project.  The planning project 
will design and engineer a vehicular and pedestrian overpass at the 14th Street 
railroad crossing, with complete street enhancements for an approximately 3,044-
foot section of the 16th Street corridor and 2,880-foot section of the Elm Street 
corridor, that will include a new pedestrian/bike shared-use path.  The project 
will significantly benefit the underserved community by creating affordable, safe, 
accessible non-motorized transportation options to local employment centers 
while also promoting the redevelopment of brownfield sites and the revitalization 
of local neighborhoods. The grade separation and other pedestrian improvements 
will increase safety significantly.  The total cost of the project will be determined 
through the design and engineering funded by the grant.

Accepting the HousingIowa award: 
ECIA’s Kelley Deutmeyer, Executive 
Director; Michelle Schnier, Director of 
Housing & Support Services; Carl Reimer, 
Housing Development Specialist


